Limping, yet Made to Climb the Mountain!
African Women, the Bible and HIV and AIDS in South Africa

The article addresses the question of the reception of the Christian Bible in South Africa within the context of HIV and AIDS.  It is argued that the advent of HIV and AIDS in South Africa has only come to make the lot of African women Bible readers in this country, worse.  To that effect, the author employs a Northern Sotho proverb, wa re go bona e hlotša, wa  e nametša thaba, as a hermeneutical lens to engage some of the factors which formed part of the package within which the Christian Bible was received in South Africa.  The literal meaning of the proverb is: “while you saw it limping, you let it climb the mountain” whose tenor simply means that a specific situation is being exacerbated.  Of the many wisdom sayings found within the Northern Sotho language, the author has found this proverb to be a fitting one to reveal the problematic situation into which poor African women in South Africa, has been plunged by the advent of the HIV and AIDS pandemic, particularly in the context of the reception of the Christian Bible(CB). 
The package within which the CB was received included among others, the demonization of the African cultures, the importation of European patriarchy, the emasculation of the African man, the western mold of education and the advent of HIV and AIDS.  All these are engaged with in this article, within the context of the reception of the Bible by African-South African women.  It is argued that on account of the detached stance in terms of which the Bible is integrated with the daily struggles of the people, the pandemic and how it is handled in relation to the Bible if at all, has only made the situation of African women worse.  The author lifts the Vashti character from the Hebrew Bible book of Esther 1.  In her view, Vashti, reminds all readers, particularly those who are the victims of patriarchy to be selective in their responses to the summons of the powerful. She is cited as a model to all women and men to say “no” to:
· simplistic readings of the Bible in which patriarchally-oriented preachers and teachers, lecturers and professors teach/ preach female submissive at all costs;

· claims and threats that the pandemic of HIV and AIDS is a punishment from God;
· simplistic solutions basically provided by many a church leader regarding the themes of sex and sexuality in the time of AIDS and 
· the stigma leveled on the AIDS sufferers.

 The author does not embrace the Vashti character wholly as a helpful model for many a poverty-stricken African-South African woman as her boldness in confronting those in power, was not motivated by pro-women ideals, but by her social class. Thus, unlike Vashti, a woman of class, poor women do not always have the “luxury” to refuse their husbands / partners unreasonable sexual demands.  This is so usually because most of the partners are the pillars of economic support for them!  Women who - on account of poverty- engage in prostitution as the only option, do not have the capacity to have total control over their own bodies.  Consequently, the character of Vashti has also revealed that one’s social class, also determines the extent to which one’s voice would be heard.  Poor women’s voices, unlike Vashti’s, may never be heard by those who sit at the gates of our cities.

Given the multi-faceted nature of the oppression experienced by many a poor African woman in South Africa, many of whom continue to be the victims of the epidemic of HIV & AIDS, Vashti’s bold and defiant character may not be very helpful in the development of an HIV & AIDS gender sensitive hermeneutic.  

Conclusion:
The history of the reception of the Christian Bible by African peoples in South Africa is a complex one.  It is a complex story that includes the importation of European patriarchy onto the African continent, a situation that could only help to intensify the already existing African patriarchy.  In the process, white supremacy not only meant the impoverishment of African peoples in terms of land grabbing, it also ensured that socio-economic power priviledges would be linked with the white race, in the process, the emasculation of the Black men led to further violence perpetrated on Black female bodies.  Colonising and apartheid theologies not only perpetuated white supremacy and patriarchy, they also served to keep the patriarchal status quo as they hardly engage the daily struggles of the people such as racism and white supremacy, poverty, patriarchy among others.  It is no wonder that even today, the pattern of the state theology with its detachment from the daily struggles and the silent Black church which basically colluded with the state theology then, still continues.  Hence, our struggle to come up with a life-affirming biblical hermeneutic in the face of the pandemic of HIV and AIDS.  It is no wonder, as this article has hopefully shown that while it was already limping, the HIV and AIDS pandemic, let it climb the mountain.
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