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Klaus Nürnberger is an Emeritus Professor at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. He taught Theological Ethics at UNISA from 1980 to 1989 and then 
Systematic Theology and Theological Ethics at UKZN until his retirement in 
1998. He specialised, among others, in Economic Ethics and Faith-Science 
Relationships.
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Johan Buitendag, Corneliu C. Simut
Johan Buitendag, Professor Emeritus, former Dean of the Faculty Theology 
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Corneliu Simut is Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology and 
Editor-in-Chief of Perichoresis at the Emanuel University (Romania).
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Dirk Smit is Rimmer and Ruth de Vries Professor of Reformed Theology 
and Public Life at Princeton Theological Seminary in the USA. He previously 
taught at the Stellenbosch University and the University of and Western 
Cape and still serves as an Extraordinary Professor in Systematic Theology 
of Stellenbosch University and Honorary Professor in Systematic Theology of 
the Humboldt University in Berlin.
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Anton van Niekerk is Professor of Philosophy and director of the Centre 
for Applied Ethics, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa. He 
specialises in bioethics, philosophy of religion and philosophy of the human 
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Ernst Conradie is a Senior Professor in the Department of Religion and 
Theology at the University of the Western Cape. He teaches Systematic 
Theology and Ethics and specialises in ecotheology.
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A celebratory turning alone to Wentzel van Huyssteen: An academic 
appreciation
Danie Veldsman
Danie Veldsman teaches Systematic Theology in the Department of Systematic 
and Historical Theology, Faculty of Theology and Religion at the University of 
Pretoria. He specialises in the reconceptualisation of  religious experience  from 
evolutionary perspectives within theology–science discourses.
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Do Christian and secular moralities exclude one another?
D. Etienne de Villiers
Etienne de Villiers is an Emeritus Professor of the Department of Systematic 
Theology at the University of Pretoria. His present research is focussed on 
the development of a contemporary ethics of responsibility.
Verbum et Ecclesia | Vol 42, No 2 | a2308 | 19 August 2021

58

Morality and also on its evolutionary roots

Original Research 
Moral origins and Christian ethics: An interdisciplinary approach in 
conversation with J. Wentzel van Huyssteen
Bernice Serfontein
Bernice Serfontein is a minister at the DRC Waterkloof and research 
associate at the Department of Systematic and Historical Theology, 
University of Pretoria. In her research, she specialises in the Science and 
Religion Discourse; more specifically, how evolutionary theory can be 
usefully applied to interdisciplinary Christian theology and ethics.
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Retief Müller
Retief Müller has been Director of the Nagel Institute for the Study of 
World Christianity at Calvin University in Grand Rapids, Michigan since 
2019. His research focuses on the history of Christianity in Southern Africa, 
particularly mission history within the Dutch Reformed Church.
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Julian Müller is Professor Emeritus, University of Pretoria, where he retired 
as Vice Dean in 2011. Previously he was Head of the Department of 
Practical Theology. His fields of speciality include narrative pastoral care and 
counselling, and narrative and post-foundational research methodologies. 
During 2017–2019 he was appointed by the Vice Chancellor of UP as one of 
the team leaders of an interdisciplinary research project on Ubuntu, funded 
by the Templeton World Charity Foundation. Currently, he is also a senior 
research fellow at the Faculty of Theology, University of the Free State.
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Dion A. Forster
Dion Forster teaches Systematic Theology and Ethics at the University of 
Stellenbosch since 2014. His research focusses on public theology.
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Nadia Marais
Nadia Marais is a senior lecturer in Systematic Theology at Stellenbosch 
University, and specialises in theologies of human and ecological flourishing.
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Robert Vosloo is a Professor in Systematic Theology at the Faculty of Theology, 
Stellenbosch University. His research interests include philosophical and 
theological engagements with the themes of memory, hospitality and 
recognition.
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Elna Mouton is a Professor Emerita in New Testament and former dean of 
the Faculty of Theology, Stellenbosch University. Her research focuses on 
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Rian Venter teaches Systematic Theology at the University of the Free 
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Wessel Bentley is a Professor at the Research Institute for Theology and 
Religion (UNISA). In his research, he specialises in science and religion.
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Barend J. du Toit
Barend du Toit (Ben), author and retired senior official and theologian of 
the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa, is currently a qualified SA 
tour guide residing at Kuils River in the Western Cape, while he enjoys 
the privilege of exposing people to the beauty, splendour and intriguing 
heritage of our country.
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